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Grier’s Great 
Year
 It’s been a 
winning year for 
Dr. Tom Grier, 
WSU associate 
professor of mass 
communication.
 In April, the 
Winona State 
University Student Senate named 
Grier its Professor of the Year. Students 
nominate candidates for the award 
during mid-winter student election 
balloting and then vote on a short list 
included on the general spring election 
ballot.
 “I am honored and humbled to have 
received this distinction,” said Grier, 
who has worked at WSU since 1988 and 
served as full-time professor since 2006. 
“Now I just hope I can live up to it.”
 Earlier in the year, several of Grier’s 
photographs were selected for exhibition
at Wells Fargo Place in St. Paul, home of 
the Office of the Chancellor of Minnesota 
State Colleges and Universities.
 His selected images were Sugarloaf 
Winter Sunrise and Sugarloaf Birch 
Frame. As longtime director of public 
information at Winona State, Grier 
documented much of campus and 
regional life through his photography.
 To view Tom Grier’s photography and 
other work by other faculty and staff in 















Tom Grier’s photograph Sugarloaf Birch Frame is on display in St. Paul.
Window on Warrior Athletics
 A brief update on Warrior news—find the full story at www.winona.edu/athletics.
Basketball recognition continues
 The honors continue to roll in after a second national 
championship in three years 
for the Winona State men’s 
basketball team. 
     In a unanimous vote, the 
U.S. House of Representatives 
passed a resolution on 
May 14 congratulating the 
Warriors for winning the 
2008 NCAA Division II men’s 
basketball championship. 
Rep. Tim Walz sponsored 
the resolution, which was 
co-sponsored by a number 
of fellow representatives, 
including WSU alumnae Rep. 
Michelle Bachmann ’78.
     Tim Pawlenty, Governor 
of the State of Minnesota, 
declared April 8 “Winona State University Men’s Basketball 
Team Day.” The official proclamation was read at the Warriors’ 
victory rally in honor of the their win over Augusta State 
University in the title game.
Warriors bag another NSiC All-Sports Award
 Winona State won its fourth consecutive Northern Sun 
Intercollegiate Conference (NSIC) All-Sports Award for 
2007-08. The Warriors, with 94 points, beat out second place 
Wayne State College with 78.5 points.
 The Warriors won four NSIC titles last year, including 
football, men’s basketball, men’s golf, and women’s soccer. 
In its nine-year history, Winona State and the University of 
Minnesota-Duluth are the only two schools to win the NSIC 
All-Sports Award.
Classroom champions, too
     While the Warriors won another 
NSIC All-Sports Award, they also proved 
they can get it done in the classroom. 
Student-athletes on Winona State’s 
fifteen teams compiled an overall grade 
point average of 3.14 for the 2007-08 academic year.
 Ten teams had a GPA of 3.10 or higher, led by women’s 
golf with a team GPA of 3.53. In addition, four WSU student-
athletes were named to ESPN The Magazine Academic All-
America teams. They include women’s soccer players Kallie 
Tellefsen and Molly Blum, softball pitcher Kristen Fossell, and 
gymnast Alexandra Nugent. 





 Winona State 
University-
Rochester was 
recognized as a winner of the 2008 
Alfred P. Sloan Award for Business 
Excellence in Workplace Flexibility, 
at a ceremony on June 19, 2008. The 
award distinguishes WSU-Rochester 
as a leading practitioner of workplace 
flexibility in Rochester and across the 
nation. 
 The Alfred P. Sloan Awards for 
Business Excellence in Workplace 
Flexibility are awarded as part of 
the When Work Works project, an 
ongoing initiative of Families and Work 
Institute, the Institute for a Competitive 
Workforce (ICW), an affiliate of the 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce, and the 
Twiga Foundation. Through When Work 
Works, these partner organizations 
provide research, resources and 
recognition to employers nationwide, 
and share the results of research 
on creating effective and flexible 
workplaces that meet the needs of the 
21st Century.
 “We’re learning to work differently 
with one of our greatest resources—our 
employees,” said Christine Quinn, 
associate vice president for Academic 
Affairs. “We are continually looking for 
ways to accommodate the ever-evolving 
needs of the 21st Century employee, 
and our faculty and staff benefit from 
added flexibility in their work schedules, 
allowing them to attain both personal 
and professional goals.”
 WSU-Rochester employs 53 resident 
faculty and staff. Flexibility programs 
of note include phased retirement and 
adaptable work schedules for employees 
pursuing continuing education.
 Find out more about the When Work 
Works initiative at:  
www.whenitworks.org 
 The planned Integrated Wellness 
Complex was included in the $717 
million bonding bill that was approved 
and signed April 7 by Governor Tim 
Pawlenty. Winona State is expected to 
break ground on the complex this fall.
 The bonding bill will provide $8.4 
million for the wellness complex, which 
is in addition to the $7.1 million already 
raised through student fees and $3 
million in private donations. The total 
cost of the complex is $18.5 million.
 “The facility will serve as a 
comprehensive health and wellness 
education resource that will allow us to 
share knowledge and experiences with 
our community,” said President Judith 
Ramaley.
 The complex will support expanded 
academic and research programs focused 
on healthcare and wellness; provide 
a platform for developing new degree 
programs, such as cardiac rehabilitation, 
that will help solve the healthcare 
workforce crisis in the region; advance 
new healthcare technologies; and invite 
new partners, such as Winona Health and 
other healthcare, fitness, and wellness 
organizations, to collaborate with WSU 













Integrated Wellness Complex included in state bonding bill

Our writers and editors offer recommendations 
for more information about stories in this issue of 
Currents:
For more information on Trek Bicycles 
(“Shifting Into High Gear,” p. 7), including 
a detailed description of the company’s technology for producing carbon 
bicycle frames, go to:  www.trekbikes.com
Information on the WSU composite materials engineering program can be 
found at: www.winona.edu/engineering
A series of lectures and presentations celebrating Winona State’s 
sesquicentennial (and other WSU resources, too) are available on the 
university’s site for streaming video and audio. The lectures are part of the 
Consortium for Liberal Arts and Science Promotion (CLASP) series. 
www.winona.edu/its/mediaservices/streamingarchive.htm
View a great video produced by the NCAA on Winona State’s fans and 
positive game environment surrounding Warrior athletics:  
www.diicommunity.org/gameenvironment
Wellness on the Way
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Save Your Energy
WSU noted for use reduction
 Winona State was featured as “a national 
example of how to cut energy usage” by the 
Twin Cities Daily Planet, a Web newspaper that 
compiles national, regional, and independent 
news writing.
 In the story, writer Erin Boeke Burke describes 
the university’s efforts that have led to a 
27-percent reduction in heating and electricity 
use. The initiative and its measurement and 
documentation were entirely student-led and 
earned the university a second place finish in the 
National Campus Energy Challenge.
 Winona State has enacted a number of campus 
and community sustainability initiatives that the 
university has tagged, “WSU Goes Green.”  The 
university has joined fifteen other Minnesota 
schools in signing the American Colleges and 
Universities Presidents’ Climate Commitment, 
and is part of Sustain Winona, a partnership of 
area public and private institutions cooperating to 
reduce greenhouse gases.
 For more on the National Campus Energy 














 A class of Winona State nursing students spent 
much of April making a difference in the lives of 
Iraqis affected by the turmoil there.
 Led by Karen Gardner, professor of nursing, the 
students collected basic necessities for patients at 
a hospital near Balad Airbase. 
 Kristina Pick, a junior nursing student, said 
that her uncle, who served in the military, put 
the group in contact with a U.S. Air Force nursing 
supervisor. Nurses in Iraq suggested that the WSU 
group collect donations for Iraqi patients, such 
as clothing, food items, blankets, and children’s 
toys.
 The nursing group worked with Winona 
chapters of the Veterans of Foreign Wars and the 
Eagle’s Club to collect and ship the donations 
to Iraq. Together they collected more than 100 
pounds of donations.
Nurses Helping Heroes












WSU composite materials engineering 
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1-Brad Pawlitzke ’03; 2-Chad Manuell ’97; 3-Mark Wilke ’00; 
4-Carl Matson ’95; 5-Reggie Lund ’03; 6-Todd Narkis ’99; 
7-Tony Smook ’98; 8-Brian Bentler ’04; 9-Ben Fisher ’00  
10-Steve Moechnig ’03.
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ASK ANY cycling aficionado to name the bicycle that 
Lance Armstrong propelled to his seven Tour de France wins, 
and the answer is immediate and certain: “Trek.” Beginning 
with his first Tour championship in 1999, the popular 
Armstrong made himself famous and stamped a personality 
on Trek Bicycle Corporation, a Wisconsin company that is 
now one of the world’s largest bicycle manufacturers.
 Throughout Armstrong’s reign at the top 
of the cycling world, Trek designers and 
engineers created a line of road, mountain, 
and recreational bicycles praised for their 
innovation and style. Part of the team that 
continues to develop new models for Trek 
is a group of graduates from the Winona 
State University Composite Materials 
Engineering Program.
 Currently, ten Winona State composite 
materials alumni work at Trek Bicycles, 
making up half of the company’s twenty 
composite engineers. Carl Matson ’95 
is the earliest graduate of the nation’s 
only undergraduate composite materials 
engineering program; Brian Bentler ’04 is 
the most recent. 
 The WSU composites alumni 
are involved in a variety of tasks, 
from developing initial designs, 
testing prototypes, and supervising 
manufacturing at Trek’s headquarters 
in Waterloo, Wis. All said they were avid 
riders, commuting to and from work, 
rolling through the Wisconsin countryside 
on weekends, or enjoying lunchtime rides 
on the trails across the street. A few even 
admitted to having “more than one” Trek 
bike back home in their garages. 
WALK INTO TREK 
HEADQUARTERS 
and it becomes instantly clear that people 
here love bicycles. Displayed in the 
building’s atrium are seven racing bikes, 
each paired with a framed yellow jersey 
representing Armstrong’s Tour victories. 
Turn into the work area and bike parts and 
bikes crowd the hallways and stand beside 
workstations. Some are new models or 
prototypes, others, judging by their mud 
and grime, have just returned from a spin 
by their owners.
 Trek Bicycle Corporation began 
manufacturing frames in 1976 in Waterloo, 
Wis., about 20 miles northeast of the 
state capital in Madison. A couple of 
years later, the company began designing 
and producing complete bicycles out 
of a converted barn that provided the 
inspiration for Trek’s widely recognized 
red logo. 
 Three decades later, Trek is the largest 
bicycle manufacturer in the United States 
and second largest in the world, with 1,700 
employees and distribution networks 
throughout North America, Europe, Asia, 
and Australia.
 At the Waterloo location the WSU 
engineers focus on developing and 
manufacturing high performance bicycles, 
some costing more than $5,000. About 
220 frames roll off the production lines 
each day. Most go to Whitewater, Wis., 
where components such as cranks, gears, 
brakes, and wheels are assembled to make 
a complete bicycle.
 Trek currently manufactures a full line of 
adult and children’s bikes. The company, 
however, has become most known for 
producing “serious bikes for serious 
riders,” the kind designed and built at the 
Waterloo facility. Reggie Lund ’03, a design 
engineer who regularly commutes to work 
by bicycle, explained that serious riders 
want machines that combine a strong, stiff 
frame while remaining lightweight. “Riders 
want to put all of their power into moving 
Reggie Lund ’03 is a Trek engineer 
and serious cyclist.
PhOTOS: BrUCE dEFriES STUdiO grOUP
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the bike forward, not bending the frame 
when they push hard on the pedals.”
 In the seventies and eighties, bike 
builders used steel or steel alloys for 
high-end frames. Later they moved to 
aluminum or more exotic metals, such as 
titanium, in an effort to achieve lighter, 
stronger bikes. As Carl Matson ’85, a test 
engineer who came to Trek after working 
in the aerospace industry, pointed out,  “A 
high performance bike frame today may 
weigh only two or three pounds. But it has 
to hold up under the tremendous power 
an accomplished rider can apply to the 
crank. Today, you see more carbon fiber 
than anything else in high-end bikes.”
 Carbon has seen increasing use 
in commercial aviation and sports 
equipment over the last decade. The 
engineers at Trek begin with sheets of 
carbon “cloth.” 
Synthetic fibers 
are heated until 
only thin strands 
of elemental 
carbon are left 
behind. Carbon 
strands are twisted together, yielding yarns 
that are incredibly strong. Combining the 
yarns with resins produces a fabric that 
can be shaped to form various materials.
 The engineers at Trek look at ways to 
laminate and mold sheets of carbon fiber 
into thin tubes to make up bicycle frames. 
“The crystal alignment of the carbon 
atoms makes the strands incredibly stiff 
and strong for their size and weight,” said 
Matson. “And that’s what we’re looking for 
in a bike frame.” 
 Racks of carbon fiber frames line the 
Waterloo manufacturing floor. Some 
await quality control testing for tube 
angles; others are ready for final finishing. 
Before they’re painted the frames, which 
weigh between two and three pounds, are 
the characteristic dull-black of carbon. 
They emerge in an array of reds, blues, 
yellows, and whites, or in one of the 
custom designs that customers can choose 
through Trek’s popular Project One program. 
In one corner an artist was bent over a frame, 
painting tiny skulls-and-crossbones down a 
shiny red and black seat tube.
ALTHOUGH HE 
LOOKS LIKE he might have 
graduated yesterday, Chad Manuell ’97 was 
the first Winona State alumnus to join the 
Trek engineering team. He learned his craft 
from the company’s pioneers in carbon fiber 
frame technology, Jim Colegrove and Brian 
Schumann. Manuell is now the advanced 
composites engineering manager at Trek. 
 “Having such a large number of Winona 
State graduates here at Trek wasn’t planned,” 
said Manuell as he sat in a conference room 
situated along the Avenue des Champs 
Élysées, a hallway named for the Paris 
boulevard where the Tour concludes each 
year.
 Glancing out at the a steady stream of 
engineers, graphic artists, and product 
managers rushing by with various bike parts, 
Manuell continued, “When I first arrived, 
Trek had a strong engineering group in the 
composite materials area. We’ve built on that 
strength with a team that knows a variety of 
technologies and processes.”
 That broad understanding of engineering 
is important in building high performance 
bikes. Most of Trek’s engineers begin by 
working on the manufacturing floor before 
moving into other areas such as industrial 
design, prototype development, and testing.
 “Building a bike is hands-on. Frames that 
look good on the computer could, in reality, 
be difficult to mold or inefficient to build 
out on the manufacturing floor.” said Tony 
Smook ’98, surrounded by workers on the 
The WSU composites alumni are involved in a variety 
of tasks, from developing initial designs, testing 
prototypes, and supervising manufacturing at Trek’s 
headquarters in Waterloo, Wis.
Tony Smook ’98 (top) directs 
manufacturing at Trek while Chad 
Manuell ’97 is advanced composites 
engineering manager.
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production floor cutting carbon fiber 
cloth, laying up molds, hand-finishing 
frames, and applying coats of paint. 
Smook has remained in manufacturing 
and directs production at Trek’s Waterloo 
facility.
 “Engineers sometimes have an idealistic 
outlook. The manufacturing technicians, 
of course, need to have a more realistic 
view,” said Manuell. “Giving our engineers 
manufacturing experience creates a better 
environment for collaboration.”
 “I think the broad background we got 
at Winona State is another reason we can 
understand what it takes to get a bicycle 
from concept to market,” said Steve 
Moechnig ’04. Moechnig, who formerly 
worked for a carbon fiber producer in 
Alabama, was attracted to Trek because he 
loves cycling.
 “We have a huge advantage. The 
program gave us the knowledge base in a 
range of materials, and hands-on exposure 
to a variety of processes and techniques,” 
continued Moechnig. “It helps you make 
better decisions as an engineer.” 
A REAL TEAM 
ATMOSPHERE is on display 
at Trek, from the very visible ties with 
Armstrong and his Tour success, to the 
groups at work around small tables in 
the atrium, holding up color samples or 
discussing a new logo design. It seems that 
nearly everybody at the company rides. 
At lunchtime, bands of mountain bikers 
gather to hit the trails across the street 
from the Waterloo building.
 The Winona State engineers have 
formed their own tight bond. Most of 
them rode before they joined Trek, or were 
persuaded to pick it up after working there 
a few months. But their time in Winona, 
taking similar classes, interacting with 
the same professors, sharing test projects, 
has instilled in them what Manuell calls 
the “Winona Way.” Matson takes it a step 
further. “We speak the same language,” he 
said.
 Todd Narkis ’99, who earned a PhD in 
engineering at the University of Wisconsin 
after graduating from WSU, said, “I think 
our camaraderie makes it easier to push 
back against each other’s ideas. Winona 
State gives us a grounding point, but we’re 
comfortable challenging concepts and 
pushing the envelope.”
 Much as Armstrong did each year to win 
seven consecutive Tour de France titles, 
Trek is capturing the cycling world by 
producing bikes that are stronger, lighter, 
sleeker. And by practicing the “Winona 
Way” a group of ten WSU composite 
materials engineering alumni is answering 
the challenge to bring innovative 
bicycles from computer concept to the 
manufacturing floor. Perhaps one day, 
they’ll even dream up a cutting-edge 
carbon fiber frame wrapped in a gleaming 
Winona State purple paint job.  n
Mark Wilke ’00 and Todd Narkis ’99 inspect a frame prototype.
PhOTO: BrUCE dEFriES STUdiO grOUP
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Student callers form Phonathon 
connections with Annual Fund benefactors
By Brianna Keddell ’09
“Hey, That’s My  
   School Calling!”
Sonali Fernando understands the importance of giving back. Scholarship support made it possible for the 24-year-old international student to come to the United States to attend Winona State University. And as the student manager of the 
WSU Phonathon program, Fernando spends her days and evenings 
encouraging benefactors to make the gift of a Winona State degree 
available to future deserving students. 
 Many have no doubt received a call during the Phonathon, 
which runs throughout the year. The Phonathon is the primary 
fundraiser for the Annual 
Fund, which generates 
support from alumni, 
parents, faculty, staff, 
and friends for student 
scholarships and academic 
and extracurricular 
programs. This year, the 
Annual Fund is on target 
to raise more than $2.5 million from 6,500 
benefactors. 
 On the other end of the phone lines 
is a diverse team of about 40 students. 
They represent all five of Winona 
State’s colleges. Some, like Fernando, 
are international students. Others 
are student-athletes. They all share 
a positive attitude, strong work 
ethic, and a passion to serve as an 
ambassador for the institution that 
they, and most of those they call, 
want to help grow and thrive. 
 As a 19-year-old living in Sri 
Lanka, Fernando looked for educational 
opportunities in the United States, and after 
attending a community college heard from a 
friend about Winona State. She applied to nine 
different four-year colleges and universities, but a 
scholarship offer made the difference. 
“Making meaningful 
contact with alumni 
is important,” says 
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 “Winona State is one of the few 
schools that offers scholarships for 
international students,” Fernando said. 
“The cross-cultural scholarship is given 
to all international students. We pay the 
resident rate.” 
 Fernando is a natural to manage the 
Phonathon. She worked as a telemarketer 
in Sri Lanka for a British company and was 
promoted to supervisor after only three 
months. After joining the Winona State 
Phonathon as a caller, she was promoted 
to student manager.  
 She and Cindy Jokela, director of 
the Annual Fund, increased student 
participation and team spirit among 
callers by encouraging friendly 
competition and offering incentives 
called “Warrior Bucks.” At the end of each 
semester, the callers can “cash in” their 
bucks for modest prizes.  
 On a typical evening, the atmosphere 




The callers fill 
alumni in on 
the latest news, or exchange stories about 
a professor they’ve shared.  
 One reason for the incentive program, 
explained Jokela, is to reinforce how 
critical the student callers’ work is to 
the university. “It’s really a professional 
position,” Jokela said. “Our student callers 
are ambassadors for Winona State. It’s 
critical that they realize how important 
every conversation is regardless of the 
tangible outcome.” 
 Molly Anderson is a Phonathon caller 
and a member of the Warriors’ women’s 
basketball team. She said the friendly, 
competitive atmosphere pushes her 
to do her best. She recalls a 45-minute 
conversation with a young graduate in his 
twenties. 
 “He was going to visit Winona on his 
way back from a hockey game,” Anderson 
said. “He told me all about his experiences 
at Winona State, and how he was traveling 
with his friends who also graduated from 





The WSU Foundation Phonathon is the primary funding source for the Annual Fund. Last year, 
gifts to the Annual Fund topped $1 
million and this year it is on target to 
raise $2.5 million from more than 6,500 
supporters.
 Through the Annual Fund, 
benefactors make Winona State 
stronger by:
Extending access and success •	
by providing a flexible source 
of scholarships for deserving 
students
Creating opportunities that •	
enhance the WSU experience:  
unique academic and research 
programs, visits by world-class 
scholars and speakers, special 
library acquisitions, and other 
areas of need
Improving the university’s •	
national rankings and levels 
of foundation and corporate 
funding by demonstrating high 
percentage of support from 
members of our community
Please support the Annual Fund 
generously when one of our students 
connects with you during our 
Phonathon. Or, make a gift online by 
going to www.winona.edu and clicking 
on “Make a Gift.”
 A rookie on the Phonathon team, 
Lauren Vincenti has been making calls 
for one semester. Her most memorable 
conversation came with an alumna who 
related the death of her father earlier that 
year. Vincenti shared that she was going 
through a similar experience.  
 “She did the most unexpected thing,” 
said Vincenti. “She asked if she could 
pray over me. Her words were so kind and 
heartfelt that I was in shock.” 
 Compared to Vincenti, Brooke Mueller 
is a veteran caller. She has had hundreds 
of conversations with alumni and parents 
in her six years on the Phonathon staff, 
and realizes that for most the university 
holds an important place in their lives. 
 “The pride that Winona State is one 
of the best institutions in the country 
comes through. They are proud to have 
graduated from here.” 
 She believes she is cultivating many of 
the same emotions. “When I’m an alumna, 
I know for sure I’ll have a connection 
with Winona for the rest of my life,” said 
Mueller, a senior from Edgar, Wis. “When 
something happens on the news I’ll be like 
‘Hey that’s my school!’” 
 Although Vincenti is a relative 
newcomer, like her Phonathon manager 
Fernando, she already realizes that making 
opportunities available to future students 
is a key for a strong university. 
 “I am having an incredible experience 
here and I want everyone to have the same 
great experience that I am having now,” 
said Vincenti. “When I graduate, I plan on 




click on make a gift
@
“The pride that Winona State is one of the 
best institutions in the country comes through. 
They are proud to have graduated from here.”
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Pointing 
the Way
Under its thirteenth president, Winona State takes 
a leading role among Minnesota’s public universities
By Dr. Tom Grier ’90 | ’97
The most recent 20 years of Winona State University’s history started with some difficult moments for the university 
community. During the summer of 1988, WSU employees 
and students were shocked to hear that Tom Stark, their 
president since 1983, had died while away from campus.  
 John Kane, vice president of Student Affairs, served as 
interim president for a year while a national search was 
conducted. Following campus visits and interviews with 
several candidates, Dr. Robert Carothers, chancellor of 
the Minnesota State University System, named Darrell W. 
Krueger the thirteenth president of Winona State. Krueger 
had been vice president of academic affairs and dean of 
instruction at Northeast Missouri State University (now 
Truman State University).
 Years later, Carothers, who had moved on to higher 
education leadership positions in Rhode Island, spoke about 
the selection of Krueger.
 “Sometimes I think that the most important thing I 
accomplished during those years was to bring Darrell Krueger 
to Winona State University,” Carothers said. “It is the thing I 
am most proud of and the thing I believe will have the longest 
and most positive effect on public higher education in the 
state of Minnesota.”
 Krueger’s first days were not without controversy. Some 
at the university thought he was too quiet, too introspective, 
and perhaps too visionary for higher education in Minnesota. 
 From the start of his tenure, Krueger talked about ways 
to improve the university’s academic reputation by asking 
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He described his vision for Winona State to be the home 
of Minnesota’s first public Residential College. He led the 
university in adopting “The Seven Principles for Good 
Practice in Undergraduate Education” as a cornerstone 
document for all campus processes. 
 Some may have felt Krueger overreached in his expansive 
vision for a small public university. Others joined with 
Krueger to begin moving Winona State in a new direction: 
towards becoming Minnesota’s premier state university.   
 In retrospect, Krueger’s vision was well timed. In the 
previous two decades, during periods of tight state budgets 
and limited resources for higher education, there was talk of 
closing one or more colleges in the state. Winona State was 
frequently on those lists. 
 Krueger said one of his greatest responsibilities was to 
secure the future of the institution. He sought to do that 
by increasing the university’s academic reputation and 
improving its infrastructure and physical plant.  
 In 1989, just before he arrived on campus, Krueger invited 
faculty, staff, and students to share their hopes for what 
Winona State University should be like in the year 2000. He 
read every response and built a list of priorities. That list 
included, among other things, completion of the engineering 
and health science building that had been approved by the 
legislature the previous year, a new library more centrally 
located on campus, and updated athletic facilities.
     During Krueger’s 16 years as president, Winona State’s 
physical plant benefited from more than $120 million in 
building and renovation projects. The completion of Stark 
Hall to house engineering and health science; the purchase of 
Lourdes Hall and development of the Residential College at 
the former College of St. Teresa; a state-of-the-art library; the 
renovation of Maxwell Field; and, finally, the construction of 
the $30 million Science Laboratory Center, transformed the 
Winona State campus.
     During this time, Winona State did more than expand its 
facilities. The university instituted a four-year graduation 
guarantee and consolidated and beautified its grounds, 
removing streets from the center of campus, developing the 
central mall, and increasing green space, fountains, benches 
and other natural spaces to enhance the academic and 
cultural environment.
     Beginning in 1998, WSU became one of the earliest 
institutions in the U.S. to develop a university-wide laptop 
computer program supporting more than 7,000 laptops 
for students, faculty, and staff. Through this program and 
investment in infrastructure, software, and training, WSU 
became nationally recognized as a leader in applying new 
and emerging technology to curriculum.
 Enrollment grew steadily, from about 5,000 in 1988 to 
more than 8,000 in 2005. Test scores of incoming students 
increased, and, by 2003, freshmen retention rates led the 
national average and all public universities in Minnesota.
 Assets of the Winona State University Foundation 
increased from $935,000 in 1989 to more than $22 million in 
2004. Scholarships awarded to students grew substantially 
during the Krueger era, both in total number and the dollar 
value. 
 Perhaps most importantly, national recognition for Winona 
State rose steadily during the 1990s and into the new century. 
Krueger said one of  his greatest responsibilities was to secure the future of  the institution. 
he sought to do that by increasing the university’s academic reputation and improving its 
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The university has been named one of America’s 100 Best 
College Buys, twelve years in a row since 1996. National 
rankings improved over the years. Winona State is now 
perennially recognized as a “Top-Tier” institution in the U.S. 
News and World Report list of America’s Best Colleges, and 
among the “Best in the Midwest” according to The Princeton 
Review’s annual Best Colleges list. In 2003, WSU was invited 
to join the New Media Consortium, an elite group of colleges 
and universities across the nation, in recognition of its 
leading role in using technology to enhance learning.
  Throughout Krueger’s tenure as president, the institution 
became closely aligned with the leadership principles of best-
selling author Stephen Covey. Hundreds of WSU employees 
attended seminars based on Covey’s “Seven Habits of Highly 
Effective People” and “4 Roles of Leadership,” helping them 
build a common language while participating in leading 
the university. Krueger also opened seminar opportunities 
to community leaders, law enforcement professionals, and 
administrators of regional school districts. 
 In 2002, the university received the Community Service 
Award from FranklinCovey in recognition of its outstanding 
effectiveness in the workplace and community.
 The Krueger era was not without problems. Due to a large 
deficit in the 1990 state budget, WSU was forced to give lay-
off notices to 42 employees. By the time classes began that 
fall, many of the positions had been reinstated and several 
employees took early retirement or were reassigned within 
the institution. 
 Tuition increased nearly every year to make up for 
decreasing state appropriations for higher education. Along 
with increases needed to keep up with inflation, on several 
occasions Krueger and his administration encouraged 
students to consider accepting an additional tuition 
surcharge to help the university move forward on a number 
of quality initiatives. 
 Twice in the 1990s students voted in favor of a surcharge 
and then were given a role in deciding how the additional 
funds would be spent. Their decisions resulted in 
enhancements to campus security, extended library hours, 
and improvements to the campus fitness center. 
 In 2003, Krueger led the institution in a re-visioning 
process to create the university of the future. First named 
the “New University” and later the “Winona Experience,” the 
initiative received enthusiastic support from most faculty and 
staff. Students were more skeptical. Following information 
sessions and dissent from student leaders, students voted 
against a tuition surcharge to help fund the beginning stages 
of the “Winona Experience.” The initiative, which sought to 
explore and implement new ways of teaching, learning, and 
outreach in an increasingly complex and interconnected 
world, did take hold, resulting in cultural events such as the 
Great River Shakespeare Festival, and innovative centers such 
as the National Child Protection Training Center. 
 Each academic year, Krueger welcomed faculty and staff 
with a reception during which he introduced new employees, 
celebrated achievements of the past year, and set the tone 
for the coming year. In August 2004, he shocked those in 
attendance when he tearfully announced he was beginning 
his last year as Winona State’s president. In consultation with 
his wife, Nancy, he decided to retire and return to his family 
home in southern Utah. A national search for a successor got 
underway almost immediately. In July 2005, he welcomed 
Judith A. Ramaley to campus as Winona State University’s 
fourteenth president.
 In late April 2005, at the end of the academic year, Krueger 
was honored at a ceremony during which the library, a 
building he had helped bring to campus, was officially named 
the Darrell W. Krueger Library.
 At that event, Krueger gave a short speech and focused 
on the positive working relationships he fostered with all 
employees.
 “Have a True North in your life with core principles and 
values that lead and guide you in times of stress,” Krueger 
said. “And remember that relationships are the most 
important thing.”
 Today, a compass embedded in the walkway leading to 
Somsen Hall, donated by campus employees in his honor, 
points the way as the university enters a new era.  n
“Weathering the Storm,” featured in our last issue, was 
actually our fifth story in the series following the history of 
Winona State University. “Pointing the Way” is the sixth in the 
series.
One of  the first universities in the country to 
develop an institution-wide laptop program, 















Soon after statehood, the first Minnesota legislature convened in St. Paul on December 3, 1857 and adjourned nine months later on August 12, 1858. St. 
Andre Durand Balcombe represented Winona in the House of 
Representatives and Daniel Sheldon Norton in the Senate.
 That first legislature had its hands full with the financial 
panic of 1857, how to govern a dispersed population of 
150,000, and the controversial issue of providing $5 million in 
credits to four railroad companies.
 Despite these challenges, the legislature set the foundation 
for Minnesota’s highly regarded system of public education 
by creating its first normal school for teacher education. 
The legislation, proposed by 
Dr. John D. Ford of Winona, 
passed on August 2, 1858, 
and approved by Governor 
Henry H. Sibley, provided 
that, “There should be 
established within five years 
after the passage of this act 
an institution to educate and 
prepare teachers for teaching 
in the common schools of 
this state, to be called a State 
Normal School.”
 Five thousand dollars was appropriated for the school on 
the condition that an equal amount in local funds would be 
donated in cash and property. 
 Looking back, Winona was the obvious choice for the 
state’s first normal school. The legislature directed the 
governing board to, “Have due regard to healthfulness and 
beauty of situation … and the wishes of donors who may 
make munificent donations, conditioned upon a particular 
location.”
 The “munificent donations” were quickly provided through 
a campaign spearheaded by Dr. Ford, raising $7,000 from 
81 gifts ranging in size from $50 to $600. The city sent its 
application to the State Normal School Board of Instruction, 
and when approved, Winona became the site for the State 
Normal School. 
 A reading of the enabling legislation provides a fascinating 
insight into the value the young state placed on education. 
Tuition was free to anyone admitted and “who shall sacredly 
engage to become teachers of the public schools” on the 
condition they teach at least two years in the common 
schools of Minnesota. 
 Many years later, I heeded that “sacred” calling by enrolling 
at Winona State and graduating with a teaching degree. I have 
taught at Winona Senior High School since 1976 and added 
a master’s degree in 1998. Three generations of the Pelowski 
family graduated from Winona State, starting with my father, 
Gene Sr., also a career teacher, and most recently my son 
Ryan who graduated in May.
 In addition to my teaching career, the people of the Winona 
area have given me the privilege of representing them in the 
legislature since 1986.  A great deal of my focus has been on 
the health of the state university system and, in particular, 
Winona State. I’m proud to have passed legislation totaling 
more than $150 million in 
building improvements for the 
school and have fought hard 
to keep tuition affordable for 
all Minnesotans. 
 I can attest, and history 
has shown, that the fight for 
legislative support has never 
been easy. As early as 1874, 
populist Ignatius Donnelly 
introduced a bill to “close 
the three [normal] schools 
and to sell their property 
at public auction.” Cooler heads prevailed as Gov. Horace 
Austin acknowledged, “the normal schools seem to have 
fallen into disfavor with the public, owing to the considerable 
expense incurred in erecting and equipping the buildings and 
maintaining these schools: but I am still persuaded that they 
are a necessary part of a perfect or advanced system of public 
schools.”
 During the Great Depression, one influential senator 
proposed legislation to investigate the schools and determine 
if they should be closed and the buildings used as state 
“insane asylums, reform schools, or prisons.” Many a 
struggling student since may have thought the same.
 With every threat to the schools’ existence, Winonans 
responded with tremendous resolve and generosity.  We 
can proudly say that our community played a central role in 
setting the foundation for public education in this state. 
 It is fitting that Winona was chosen as a Capital for a Day 
during Minnesota’s sesquicentennial celebration, and that 
throughout the year we celebrate our city’s past, the unique 
contributions Winona has made to our state’s development, 
and the critical role we will play in our state’s future. 
Setting the Direction
For higher Education in Minnesota
By Rep. Gene Pelowski ’75 | ’98
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My Favorite Professor:  
Brice Wilkinson:
Keith Polus ’78 |’87, who teaches 
speech and martial arts in Winona, 
recalls several of his favorite 
professors while focusing on Dr. Brice 
Wilkinson. Wilkinson, who joined 
the theatre arts department in 1971 
and retired as professor emeritus 
of communication arts, is still a 
familiar presence around the Winona 
State campus. He teaches tai chi and 
is the longtime voice of Warriors 
basketball.
I attended a high school graduation ceremony and was thinking to myself during the program, “What is a good 
education?  What is it that really made 
a difference in my life and has stayed 
with me to this day, to this moment?”
     It did not take me long to remind 
myself that the answer is, of course, 
great teachers!
 They inspire. They step into our 
lives and inspire us to be all that we 
can be. They find the greatness we 
have inside. They help us realize that 
the failure is not falling down, but it is 
in the staying down.
 I have had some great teachers in 
this good old town. Vivian Fusillo 
saw something in me that no other 
teacher did. Jacque Reidelberger 
demonstrated greatness on the stage. 
Robert Sheehan introduced me to the 
writer Leo Buscaglia, and as a result 
many of my students now know Leo. 
Ron Salsburger inspired me to go on 
and earn a degree in philosophy at 
the University of Minnesota.
 A great big thank you goes out to 
Brice Wilkinson. Brice knew how to 
inspire and motivate students in his 
classroom. His energy and influence 
are still with me to this day, from the 
speech classroom, to the KQAL radio 
studio, to the judo dojo, and all of the 
tai chi sessions.
 Brice is the main reason I wanted to 
teach speech on the high school level. 
As I was teaching, my students felt 
Brice’s energy and influence through 
me. My judo students know the 
influence Brice has had in my life as 
a sensei and we all have great respect 
for him.
 To Brice and all of those great 
teachers in Winona and at Winona 
State, you will always be part of me. 
Your energy will transfer to all those 
who I have the privilege of teaching.
Do you have a favorite memory of a 
faculty or staff member who inspired 
you? To nominate your favorite 
professor or staff member, visit our 
Website and choose the “Tell us about 
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I
f she listens closely enough, Winona 
State University nursing graduate 
Sarah Ahlstrom hears a faint echo 
as she walks the cardiac floor at St. 
Mary’s Hospital in Rochester: the sound 
of her mother’s footsteps preceding her 
almost 20 years before.
 When Ahlstrom graduated this past 
spring the achievement was all her own, 
but it left her mother, Suellen Grice, with a 
familiar sense of pride. 
 In 1992 it was the mother, Grice, 
wearing the robe, accepting the diploma, 
and heading off to work at St. Mary’s 
Hospital on the cardiac floor. Fast forward 
16 years and she is watching the same 
scenario play out again in her daughter’s 
life. She couldn’t be happier.
 “My mom was especially proud when I 
graduated,” said Ahlstrom, “because she 
knew the long road I had been on, and she 
knew the rewards that lay ahead.”
 Ahlstrom enrolled at Winona State after 
earning her two-year registered nurse (RN) 
degree from Northland Community and 
Technical College in North Dakota. On 
the advice of her mother, she enrolled in 
WSU’s one-year RN to bachelor of science 
in nursing (BSN) program at the Rochester 
campus.
 “After [Sarah] received her two-year 
degree I advised her to go right away to get 
her four-year degree and take advantage 
of all the possible opportunities,” said 
Grice. “Higher education exposes you to 
new careers; it inspires you to continue 
A Desire to 
Serve People
For a mother and daughter team Suellen grice ’92 
and Sarah Ahlstrom ’08, nursing is a family affair
By Andrea Mikkelsen
Winona Currents  l  19
on. Sometimes if you don’t talk about it or 
dream about it, you just don’t go forth.”
 For Ahlstrom, going forward in 
the nursing profession was a natural 
progression.
 “I always knew I wanted to work with 
people and nursing is a good option 
because you’re always having contact with 
people, contact that is both purposeful 
and rewarding,” she said.
 Throughout her education there has 
never been a moment of wavering or 
questioning what she was doing with her 
life.
 “When I passed my boards I realized I 
was on the right track. When I finished my 
last school year I knew it was the right fit. 
When I interviewed for a position on the 
cardiac floor at St. Mary’s it felt right,” she 
said. 
 It wasn’t much of a surprise for Grice 
either.“Sarah has always been a very 
caring person, very gentle,” said her 
mother.  “She has always demonstrated a 
desire to serve people and to give to those 
in a time of need. I think Winona State 
helped promote her inner desire to serve 
people.”
 The apple doesn’t fall far from the tree, 
as Grice notes service is the thing she 
values most as a nurse as well.
 “What keeps me going and inspired to 
be a nurse is that when patients are ill and 
vulnerable, you can give so much to them 
and they’re so grateful,” she said. 
Despite all the similarities in the paths 
they have taken and the perspectives 
they share on nursing, Grice doesn’t feel 
she really served as an inspiration or role 
model to her daughter, noting, “Sarah 
would have done it anyway. It’s just the 
type of person she is.”
 Ahlstrom, however, feels a debt of 
gratitude to her mother and recognizes 
how much her mother’s choices have 
impacted her own life.
 “My mom played a large role in the 
decision to go to Winona State through 
their RN to BSN program,” said Ahlstrom. 
“I was able to know the program from 
someone who had been through it 
knowing the requirements as well as 
scheduling expectations while in the 
program.”
G
rice remembers that while 
she was earning her degree 
at Winona State, she and her 
daughter would often sit side-
by-side in a makeshift study room set up 
in a spare bedroom.
  “We had card table, and I would sit and 
do papers,” Grice recalls. “Sarah would 
sit with me, doing her homework and 
pretending she was in school.”
Mother and daughter agreed that the 
program’s one-year duration and flexible 
scheduling were a key benefit.
 “It allowed her to spend time with us,” 
said Ahlstrom. “And when I attended it 
allowed me to continue working while 
going to school to get a nursing degree.”
 With mother and daughter so pleased 
with their Winona State experiences, it’s 
no surprise that another family member 
is planning to get in line to get his degree. 
Ahlstrom’s husband Erik is on track to 
finish his two-year RN degree at Rochester 
Community and Technical College in 
December. He then plans to enroll at WSU 
for the one-year RN to BSN program.
 Having both her husband and mother 
in the same field has been a big help for 
Ahlstrom. “When I come home at the 
end of a long day it feels good to be able 
to talk about things with people who 
understand,” she explained. “I like to 
bounce things off of them because they 
both know what it’s like.”
 Grice, who currently works as 
an ablation nurse coordinator in 
electrophysiology at St. Mary’s, echoes 
Ahlstrom’s sentiment: “I never dreamed 
I’d have a daughter who would be a nurse. 
I never imagined how fulfilling it would 
be to discuss your profession with your 
daughter.”
 And maybe because of that level of 
support, Ahlstrom feels she made the right 
decision following in mom’s footsteps. 
And if one day she wakes up and feels 
open to change? 
 “The nice thing about nursing is you can 
move around; there are so many different 
avenues you can take,” Ahlstrom said. “My 
future is wide open.”  n
Suellen grice and Sarah Ahlstrom
“She has always demonstrated a 
desire to serve people and to give 
to those in a time of need. I think 
Winona State helped promote 
her inner desire to serve people.”
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Jacquelyn Johnson gosse Scholarship
diana hancock Nursing Scholarship
Chops & diana hancock Basketball Scholarships
 William “Chops” and Diana Hancock have generously 
established three scholarships to honor their wide scope of 
interests and hopes for the university and its students. 
 The couple established the Jacquelyn Johnson Gosse 
Scholarship to exemplify academic excellence, dedication, and 
teaching in the Mass Communication Program. Gosse ’95 works 
at Mayo Clinic and was honored with the WSU Distinguished 
Young Alumna Award in 2004.
 The Diana Hancock Nursing Scholarship reflects the 
appreciation, honor, and love Chops has for his wife, a registered 
nurse. Said Diana, “While working three part-time jobs, I went to 
school full-time and took care of my children. Our hope is to help 
someone who may be in a similar situation and ease their worries 
so they will attain their dreams.” 
 As a noted photographer, Chops covers sports events around 
the world. The Hancock Men’s Basketball and the Women’s 
Basketball Scholarships, will benefit student-athletes who 
demonstrate athletic achievement and scholastic commitment. 
Thomas Leuchtenberg Memorial Scholarship
 Thomas Leuchtenberg ’66 shaped many young lives through 
teaching. After he passed away in 2007, a memorial garden was 
created in his honor at Orono High School.
 The Thomas Leuchtenberg Memorial Scholarship recognizes 
his lifelong dedication to education. Thomas graciously endowed 
the fund through his estate gift. 
Eloise B. Mobley Scholarship in Elementary Education
 Eloise Mobley ’37 | ’61 | ’73 was a dedicated teacher for 47 
years. She was involved in many professional, civic, church, and 
social organizations. 
 Continuing her belief in the importance of education, Eloise 
established the Mobley Scholarship in Elementary Education as 
an annual fund through an estate gift.
dennis Pack Scholarship
 Dennis Pack was a founding member of the Mass 
Communication Department, where he was chair for eight years.
 Hiawatha Broadband Communications, Inc., a Winona 
cable  company, established the scholarship to honor Dennis as 
an exemplar of the Mass Communication Program’s academic 
excellence, high standards, and commitment to excellence.
dr. Frank rocco Memorial Scholarship Fund
 A professor of special education at Winona State, Dr. Frank 
Rocco passed away on March 5, 2008. His interests included 
teaching the visually impaired.
 Following his death, Dr. Ervin Bublitz established the Frank 
Rocco Memorial Scholarship as a permanently endowed fund to 
honor his commitment to and inspiration of his students.
david richard rubenstein Family Business 
Scholarship
 David Rubenstein ’86 enjoyed a successful career in the 
chemical industry. He and a group of partners are developing the 
first sugarcane ethanol operation in Southern California. 
 Dave’s scholarship will support a business administration 
student. “I am blessed with having loving parents who have 
always supported me, especially during college and throughout a 
challenging career. I am dedicating this scholarship to them.”
rita Zbylicki Sullivan Music Scholarship 
 Born and raised in Winona, Rita Zbylicki Sullivan worked for 
Shell Oil Co. for over thirty years. Her passion was music and she 
was an advocate for others in the community.
 An estate gift will fund the Rita Zbylicki Sullivan Music 
Scholarship to make it possible for deserving students to have an 
education and learn the joy of music.
A Scholarship Makes a REAL IMPACT
Scholarships are one of the most financially affordable ways to make an impact on Winona 
State and its students. in a time of rising costs and dwindling resources, scholarships provide 
access for the diverse and deserving students who dream of earning a degree at Winona State.
 read these stories of how our newest scholarship benefactors are making a difference.
Scholarships directly benefit students. To find out how you 
can make a difference, contact the WSU Foundation:
800.342.5978 ext. 5020 or 507.457.5020
wsufoundation@winona.edu
www.alumni.winona.edu (click on “giving Back”)













Swenson Named director of  Alumni relations
Mike Swenson with son, Alex, and wife, Becky, 
is WSU’s new Director of Alumni Relations.
Enjoy These Upcoming Alumni and Friends Events!
September 5, 2008 Phelps Laboratory All-School reunion (Phelps hall). includes    
 guided tours, group photo, and premiere of  Phelps Living
 history video. register online or call Cathy Sieracki at 507.457.5198
September 13, 2008 Ultimate Frisbee reunion (Kryzsko Commons)
September 18-21 homecoming (see back cover for complete schedule)
October 17-19, 2008 Family Weekend
October 17, 2008 Benefactor recognition dinner (Tau Center, West Campus)
October 18, 2008 Scholarship Breakfast (Lourdes hall, West Campus)
For complete schedules and information, call the Alumni Office or visit www.alumni.winona.edu.
It’s been an eventful year for new Director of Alumni Relations Mike Swenson ’01 | ’05.
 He and his wife Becky ’03 welcomed their son Alex on Christmas Eve in 
2007, shortly after he was named interim director of Alumni Relations. Just 
a few months later, Swenson has been appointed as permanent director for 
the university’s alumni affairs.
 As a WSU alumnus, Swenson knows the university community well. He 
earned his bachelor’s and master’s degrees at Winona State and went 
on to work at the university as a counselor in Admissions, director 
of major gifts in University Advancement, and associate director 
of Alumni Relations. Swenson has also worked in enrollment 
management at West Suburban College of Nursing in Oak Park, 
Ill.
 During his tenure in Alumni Relations, Swenson has led the 
development of an online presence for WSU alumni and provided 
strategic direction for a comprehensive alumni relations program. 
He expects to make further strides in strengthening alumni ties 
with the university in the future. 
 “We strive to maintain strong connections not only 
between alumni and the university, but also between 
fellow alumni throughout the United States and 
world,” said Swenson.
 “With more than 40,000 living alumni across 
the globe, the opportunities to bring alumni 
together through events, services, and online 
are enormous. I’m excited about where we’re 
headed.”
 Look for Mike and his family at an upcoming 
alumni event. Find a full schedule of alumni 
events, and how you can become part of the WSU 
Alumni and Friends community at:  
www.alumni.winona.edu.
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1950s
 John Streed ’54 (Excelsior, 
Minn.) has just published 
“An Essay Toward the Other; 
Arguments in Support of 
Theism:  From the Good, 
the True, and the Beautiful.” 
His essay explores the three 
fundamental verities of 
the human experience and 
presents arguments drawn 
from the verities in support of 
theism and in opposition to 
materialism.
1960s
 Michael Baglino ’66 
| ’68 | ’74 (Lake Worth, 
Fla.) has won the Best 
Tribute Artist Award 
by the entertainment 
Website, TalentGold. 
The award is given to 
the TalentGold member 
who combines the best artistic 
quality with professionalism 
and a well designed and 
populated profile on the site. 
Michael performs as Michael 
Matone, a tribute singer 
who is Frank Sinatra, Dean 
Martin, Bobby Darin, and even 
Michel Buble all rolled into 
one. During the day, he is Dr. 
Michael J. Baglino, professor of 
behavioral science at Everest 
University  
 Dave O’Keeffe ’66 | ’73 
(Oakdale, Minn.) retired from 
the Cannon Falls School 
District after 40 years of 
teaching sixth grade math and 
reading. He began his tenure 
when Cannon Falls boasted 
about 900 residents. It has 
since grown to 4,000. Dave 
estimates he has 
made his daily 
pilgrimage down 
Highway 52 to 
the school more 
than 6,880 times 
and taught 3,500 to 
4,000 students in his 
40 years. “It has been 
fruitful and beneficial 
to engage so many children 
and to see them grow. I see the 
future in them.” 
 Karen Biel ’68 (Fountain 
Hills, Ariz.) retired from Mayo 
Clinic on December 31, 2007 
after 36- plus years.
1970s
 W. Jacques Gibbs ’70 
(Eden Prairie, Minn.) has 
been appointed to the Cedar 
Riverside People’s Center 
Advisory Board.  The advisory 
board assists in securing new 
financial assets and other 
resources to the organization 
to grow and improve its 
programs. Jake is president of 
Catalyst Financial Group, an 
insurance security brokerage 
firm. He is also an owner of 
St. Stephen’s State Bank in St. 
Cloud and serves on advisory 
boards for a number of small 
businesses.  
 David ’70 and Mary 
(Stearns) Mack ’70 (Black 
River Falls, Wis.) have both 
recently retired from teaching. 
David taught eighth grade 
math for 37 years, while Mary 
taught physical education and 
coached for 34 years. Both of 
their children also teach. Sarah 
is a math teacher in Wolfeboro, 
N.H. while Ellyn (Mack) 
Schneider ‘03 teaches art in 
Barron, Wis.
CLASS NOTES
We want to hear your news! Submit class notes, baby photos, or 
keep up with your friends and classmates at www.alumni.winona.edu.
read back issues of  Currents (and previous editions of  Class Notes) by
visiting www.alumni.winona.edu and clicking on “Currents Magazine.”
you can submit your information by email at:  alumni@winona.edu.
Mail your class notes to:
Alumni Office, P.O. Box 5838, Winona, MN  55987
 Spencer Yohe ’72 (Eitzen, 
Minn.) will be inducted into 
the National Wrestling Hall 
of Fame in Stillwater, Okla. 
He will be honored along 
with eight other inductees. 
“The Hall isn’t always about 
winning or great matches or 
wrestlers,” said Bill Schmidt, 
director of the Minnesota 
Coaches Association. “It’s 
about people who contribute 
above and beyond, and 
that’s where Spencer stands 
alone.”  Spencer, who runs a 
mat refinishing business, has 
coached many wrestlers to 
greatness and is a longtime 
ambassador for the sport.
 Liz (Boehlke) Enger ’73 
(Blue Earth, Minn.) retired 
from teaching in the Blue 
Earth Area School District. 
She taught for four years at 
Elmore Public School before 
taking a ten-year hiatus. 
After that, she taught English, 
composition, and speech in 
Blue Earth for sixteen years.
1980s
 Mark Wallace ’80 
(Sussex, N.J.) is supervisor 
of technological studies 
at High Point Regional 
School, which was awarded 
the Five Star Award by the 
New Jersey Technology 
Education Association. One 
thing that sets High Point 
apart from other technology 
education programs is its 
connections to business and 
industry representatives 
through advisory boards. It 
also has connections with 











For students who are hard of hearing, familiar sounds 
such as the hum of an air 
conditioner or buzz of 
fluorescent lighting can 
create significant barriers to 
learning.
 When his students made 
Tom Tylka ‘75, a teacher 
in North Vancouver, B.C., 
aware of the problem, he 
enlisted the help of university professors and 
graduate students to help him research ways 
to reduce classroom noise. For his efforts, 
the Canadian Association of Educators of the 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing awarded Tylka its 
Inspirational Deaf Educators Award.
 Through his research, 
Tylka found several ways 
to decrease school noise, 
including changing ballast 
cycles in lighting, placing 
tennis balls on chair legs 
to suppress scraping, and 
adopting noise reduction 
building processes. Tylka also 
found that reducing noise  
benefits students who are not 
hard of hearing.
 Tylka, who graduated from Winona State 
with a degree in biology and chemistry, has 
won several teaching awards for his work 
with deaf and hard of hearing students.
(image courtesy of the North Shore News)
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THEY are familiar sounds: the steady 
hum of an air conditioner, the buzz 
of a fl orescent tube light, the screech 
of a chair leg scraping a bare fl oor. 
For most people these annoying hums, 
buzzes, echoes and thuds are dismissed as 
background noise, but for those who are hard of 
hearing these sounds can interfere with everyday 
tasks, especially at school. 
North Vancouver resident Tom Tylka 
became a resource teacher for the deaf and 
hard of hearing in 1979, and it was his students 
who made him aware of the effect of classroom 
acoustics. 
Some of the students told him they were 
having trouble hearing their teachers because 
their hearing aids were picking up all the 
unnatural ambient noise in the classrooms.
The schools’ older lighting systems were 
the biggest noisemakers, so Tylka enlisted the 
help of a couple of UBC professors to take a 
look at the problem. They eventually brought 
an electrical engineering graduate student into 
a Vancouver school to measure the buzz noise 
of the lights there. He recommended changing 
the ballast cycle in the lights to reduce the noise. 
The ballast is what limits the current fl owing 
through the light, and it generally operates at an 
audible frequency. However, that frequency can 
sometimes be changed to a level that cannot be 
heard by humans. 
After learning about the light issue, 
Tylka sought out information about other 
noise concerns. He attended a conference in 
California organized by the Acoustical Society 
of America, and discovered that in the United 
States, there are design standards available for 
use in the construction of new schools or the 
renovation of old schools that address various 
noise concerns. 
He explains that current plans for the new 
Sutherland school in North Vancouver include 
noise reduction measures such as housing the 
heating system outside the building so students 
won’t hear the unit’s mechanical noise. Sound-
absorbing ceiling tiles to reduce noise inside the 
classrooms and double-pane windows to reduce 
the noise from outside are also planned.  
Through his research, Tylka learned that 
reducing noise in classrooms can benefi t students 
who are not hard of hearing as well. He notes a 
study that estimated kids in primary grades miss 
about one of every seven words their teachers 
say, and up to the age of 10, it is diffi cult for 
children to fi lter the extra noise typically found 
in a classroom setting. Those noises could come 
from within the classroom, from the hallways, 
or from outside the school. Tylka says a simple 
trick like placing a tennis ball half on the bottom 
of a chair leg could help reduce noise from chairs 
scraping across fl oors. He adds that learning is 
easier if you can hear the teacher properly. 
“I think it will be easier for many if we can 
legislate acoustics into our school renovations 
and our school buildings so all the children can 
hear better.”
To further his cause of raising awareness 
about noise in schools, Tylka started a committee 
in 2001 called the School Noise Action Group. 
One of the purposes of the group is to get 
acoustic standards legislated into building 
codes.
For his effort to improve classroom noise 
conditions, and for his long teaching career, 
which he started as a science teacher in 1977 
and later continued as a resource teacher for 
students who are deaf or hard of hearing, Tylka 
received the Inspirational Deaf Educators Award 
from the Canadian Association of Educators of 
the Deaf and Hard of Hearing in October.
“It’s just an honour to be recognized by this 
association,” says Tylka about the award, adding 
he was surprised when he got a standing ovation 
at the awards ceremony from more than 200 of 
his colleagues. This isn’t Tylka’s fi rst teaching 
award, and among others is a 2003 award from 
the Western Institute for the Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing, for which he was nominated by his 
students. 
And he isn’t the only award-winning teacher 
in the family.
In 2003, his wife Terry, who works with 
primary students in West Vancouver who are deaf 
or hard of hearing, also won the Inspirational 
Deaf Educators Award.
As a resource teacher, Tylka, who is now on 
long-term disability after a car accident, visited 
schools to work with children on language 
development, speech and more. A big part of his 
job was also helping the kids cope with various 
social issues that arose from integrating into a 
predominantly hearing environment. 
Tylka, who has three daughters of his own, 
explains that when he started teaching, careers 
were limited for hearing-impaired students, and 
it was diffi cult for them to get into professional 
fi elds. However, that has changed, and he 
recently found out a former student is attending
medical school.
“What a thrill for me, but it’s a thrill for them 
because the issue is where would that student be 
without the hearing loss?” he says of when he 
hears his students have overcome barriers and 
are pursuing their goals. 
“Because the children of today are integrated
they get to have friends who are deaf and hard 
of hearing and they get to see them every day, so 
it’s really not a big deal for them. It’s the world 
that we all live in. And it doesn’t matter if you 
have a disability, just do the best you can and 
we’ll all make it work.”
  




Sandra E. Dowey 
sdowey@cnv.org
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Date: Monday, November 5, 2007
Time: 7:00 P.M.
Place: Council Chamber, City Hall, 141 West 14th Street
Purpose: The Finance Committee will consider a report regarding proposed 2007-2016  
 Financial Plan revisions.
 Members of the public are invited to attend the Finance Committee Meeting.  There  
 will be an opportunity for the public to comment on the proposed revisions.
2007-2016 Financial Plan Revision
Mayor Darrell Mussatto 
Councillor Pam Bookham 
Councillor Bob Fearnley 
Councillor Bob Heywood 
Councillor Craig Keating 
Councillor Barbara Perrault 
Councillor Sam Schechter
Copies of the report on the proposed Financial Plan revisions will be available on Friday, November 





NV teacher taking on classroom noise
TEACHER Tom Tylka displays the Inspirational Deaf Teachers Award he recently received, while some helping hands spell out I 
Love You in sign language. Tylka is working to improve acoustics in classrooms to make it easier for kids to hear in school.
Educator awarded for 
work with kids who are 
deaf or hard of hearing
p
other institutions of higher 
education, including Winona 
State.
 Paul Johnson ’83 
(Woodbury, Minn.) has 
been promoted to managing 
director and assistant 
treasurer at Xcel Energy. Paul 
earned his MBA at St. Thomas 
University.
 Christine (Rohweder) 
Brown ’87 (Winona) and 
husband Timothy welcomed 
a daughter born on April 26, 
2008.
 Cindy Harner ’89 (St. 
Cloud, Minn.) joined the 
staff at Big River Consulting 
Group. She will be responsible 
for specialized research, 
technology, customer service, 
and marketing. She graduated 
with a degree in business 
and economics and has 
worked more than 10 years in 
banking.
1990s
 Paul Schmitz ’92 
(Caledonia, Minn.) and wife 
Tracy welcomed son Nolan 
Donald on April 17, 2008.
 Wayne Stenberg ’94 
(Winona) and wife Louise 
welcomed son Samuel James 
on April 20, 2008.
 Grant Evavold ’96 (Savage, 
Minn.) and wife Jenni 
welcomed daughter Hanna 
Lynae on March 6, 2008. 
Hannah joins two-year-old 
sister Alesi Grace. Grant is 
the manager of strategic 
marketing for Thomson West 
in Eagan.
 Timothy Garrity ’96 
(Onalaska, Wis.) is the first 
executive director of Western 
Wisconsin Cares Long-Term 
Care District, the new multi-
Stand Up and get Noticed 
    Jack Tilson Mikolajczak, son of  Peggy Speth-Mikolajczak ’99 
and John Mikolajczak is no doubt getting noticed at home. Peggy 
graduated from the nursing program and works as a registered nurse 
in labor and delivery in Milwaukee, Wis. The Speth-Mikolajczak family 
lives in West Allis.
We enjoy seeing all of  your baby photos, but due to the number 
received we select one for publication in each issue of  Currents. 
Find more baby images at www.alumni.winona.edu. 
Submit baby photos online, by email at 
alumni@winona.edu. Or, submit photos by mail to the
Alumni Office, P.O. Box 5838, Winona, MN  55987.
Quiet in the Classroom
Tylka tackles school noise to help hard of hearing learn
county agency that will 
run the state’s Family Care 
Program. For the last nine 
years he has been chief 
operating officer of Family 
and Children’s Center. 
 Josh Bengfort ’97 (Costa 
Mesa, Calif.) and Kristin 
Wirgler were married on 
January 18, 2008. Josh 
works as an attorney in 
Newport Beach.
 Trevor ’97 and Brenda 
(Nelson) ’01 | ’03 Denisen 
(Winona) welcomed their third 
child, Levi James, on April 25, 
2008. Levi joins siblings Elijah 
and Lael. Paternal grandmother 
is Dorothy (Blahnik) Denisen 
’68.
 Allison (Kleinert) Sefcik 
’97 (Cottage Grove, Wis.) and 
Greg Sefcik were married on 
December 31, 2007.
 William Weist ’97 (Lake 
City, Minn.) and wife Becca 
welcomed daughter Ella Marie 
on February 5, 2008. Ella joins 
big sister Lucy. Bill is a police 
officer. Becca is a medical 
laboratory technologist. 
 Kimberly (Domeier) Bauer 
’98 (De Forest, Wis.) and 
husband 
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Top Nurse
Alberte is Wisconsin Nurse of the Year
     “I’ve seen the devastation 
[that brain injuries] have done 
to clients and families, and it’s 
my job to take that devastation 
and turn it into a positive and 
help them restore hope,” says 
Lisa (Twinde) Alberte ’88, 
the 2008 Wisconsin Nurse of 
the Year, sponsored by the 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
and the Wisconsin Nurses 
Association.
 The owner of Lisa K. Alberte & Associates, a medical, 
rehabilitation, and consulting company, Alberte is the first 
entrepreneur to win the award. In addition to her company, 
Alberte started a support group for people with brain injuries 
called Embracing Hope. 
 Alberte earned her bachelor’s degree magna cum laude 
in nursing at Winona State and master’s in rehabilitation 
counseling at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. She is 
also a certified case manager, rehabilitation counselor, and 
disability analyst.
 “Winning the Nurse of the Year award is truly rewarding,” 
says Alberte. “My patients inspire me to remain determined, 
motivated, and compassionate about making the world a 
better place for all those affected by brain injury.”
Richard welcomed son 
Gavin Michael on April 
30, 2008. Gavin joins big 
brother Ethan, age 3.
     Andrew Paulson ’98 
(Maple Grove, Minn.) 
and wife Danielle had 
their first child, son Brady 
William, on January 6, 
2008. Andrew is a sales 
representative for the 
Cleveland Golf Company.
     Erika (Williams) Berg 
’99 (Champlin, Minn.) and her 
husband, David, welcomed 
son Maxwell on August 23, 
2007.
 Jacob Goettl ’99 (Chippewa 
Falls, Wis.) has been inducted 
into the McDonell Central 
Catholic High School Hall of 
Fame. He was a first team all-
conference quarterback 
and defensive back in football 
and all-conference selection 
in basketball. He was also a 
member of the 1994 WISAA 
state championship basketball 
team. At Winona State, 
Jake was a three-time all-
conference football player, 
conference player of the year 
in 1998, and member of the 
WSU All-Century Team as a 
quarterback. He taught math 
and science at Immaculate 
Conception School in Eau 
Claire from 1999-2001, and 
coached football at McDonell. 
He and his wife Elysia have 
two children.
 Jenna (Pendleton) 
Hemstock ’99 (Winona) and 
her husband, Jim, welcomed 
a son, Shawn Michael, on 
February 1, 2008.
 Tania (Kokott) ’99 
and Tobias Schmidt ’02 
(Minnesota City, Minn.) 
welcomed son Barrett Erwin 
on January 7, 2008. Barrett 
joins big brother Remington. 
Tania is an assistant registrar 
at Winona State. Toby is 
systems administrator at WSU.
 Katherine (Falkowski) ’99 
and Tory-Kale Schulz ’03 
(Houston, Minn.) welcomed a 
daughter, born on March 16, 
2008.
 Gary ’99 and Melissa 
(Zaborowski) Shields ’00 
(Winona) welcomed son Devin 
Jack, born on March 26, 2008. 
 Margaret “Peggy” Speth-
Mikolajczak ’99 (West Allis, 
Wis.) and John Mikolajczak 
were married on October 2, 
2004. They welcomed son Jack 
Tilson on May 20, 2007.  Peggy 
currently works as a registered 
nurse in labor and delivery in 
Milwaukee.
 Douglas Troke ’99 (Winona) 
and Angela Zaborowski were 
married on October 6, 2007. 
Douglas works at Fastenal, 
while Angela works at Watkins, 
Inc.
2000s
 Jeff Fedor ’00 (Burns 
Township, Minn.) was 
honored by the Warren Tennis 
Recognition Awards program 
as one of the eight finest tennis 
players at Warren High School. 
The program recognizes 
young men and women who 
have laid the foundation for 
what has become one of the 
state’s top tennis schools.
 Steve Heil ’00 (Casa Grande, 
Ariz.) took over the position 
of principal at Casa Verde 
High School. After teaching 
and coaching at Casa Grande 
Junior High School, Cactus 
Middle School, and Casa 
Grande Union High School, 












 Tara (Rasmussen) 
Kreidermacher ’00 (Altura, 
Minn.) and husband Daniel 
welcomed a son born on 
March 14, 2008.
 Erika (Suter) Bitzan ’01 (Elk 
River, Minn.) and husband 
Brian welcomed daughter 
Audra Jean on March 3, 2008. 
Audra joins her big brother 
Logan.
 Vivien (Chuan-Chuan 
Yun) Skranka ’01 (Winona) 
and husband Jay welcomed 
daughter Elina on March 20, 
2008. Elina joins her big sister 
Ella.
 Dean Bruemmer ’02 
(Lakeville, Minn.) and Kelsey 
Henry will be married on 
October 11, 2008. Dean 
works at McDonald Eye Care 
Associates while Kelsey works 
at Faithful and Gould.
 Nicholas Lobejko ’02 
| ’04 (Fort Collins, Colo.) 
earned his master’s degree 
at the University of Northern 
Colorado in educational 
leadership and policy studies 
in 2006. He is the associate 
director of development for 
natural and health sciences at 
Northern Colorado, where he 
also volunteers with track and 
field.
 Amber (Johnson) Mulheron 
’02 (Zimmerman, Minn.) and 
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Although he had the idea for years, the timing    couldn’t have been better for Chuck Frederick ’89  to publish his book, Leatherheads of the North:  
The True Story of Ernie Nevers and the Duluth Eskimos.
 Frederick’s book hit the shelves in April, about the 
same time the motion picture Leatherheads premiered 
on movie screens. The movie starred George Clooney and 
Renee Zellweger. 
 A Duluth News Tribune columnist, Frederick often 
heard stories about the Eskimos and how, with the 
signing of the football hero Nevers, the team had helped 
popularize the fledgling National Football League. In 
researching the book, Frederick discovered that his 
newspaper building was once the Eskimos’ headquarters 
and that the Duluth City Hall site across the street was a 
practice field.
 Frederick’s book came out last November and is now in 
its second printing.
Perfect Timing
Frederick’s book Leatherheads of the North makes its debut
husband Chad welcomed 
daughter Leila Rose on April 1, 
2008. Amber works for Anoka 
Hennepin District 11.
 Matt ’02 and Tricia (Angst) 
Runningen ’03 (Houston, 
Minn.) welcomed daughter 
Wylie Kay on April 17, 2008.
 Becca (Nawikas) Thomas ’02 
(Green Bay, Wis.) and husband 
Adam welcomed Leap Year 
baby boy, Brennan Michael, on 
February 29, 2008.
 Molly Ustby-Becker ’02 
(Onalaska, Wis.) and husband 
Robert welcomed a son on 
March 22, 2008.
 Julie (Stangl) ’03 and Tim 
O’Neill ’07 (Rochester, Minn.) 
welcomed daughter Malerie 
Grace on December 20, 2007.
 Jason ’03 and Amanda 
(Walters) Pericak ’05 (Winona) 
welcomed son Logan Thomas 
on April 8, 2008.
 Lisa (Dornack) Thomforde 
’03 (Eyota, Minn.) and Seth 
Thomforde were married 
on December 29, 2007. Lisa 
works for the Rochester School 
District.
 Christine (Dahlen) ’03 
| ’05 and Erik Zidek ’05 
(Edina, Minn.) were married 
on September 8, 2007. 
Christine is an employer 
services coordinator at Cigna 
Behavioral Health. Erik is 
a senior treasury analyst at 
UnitedHealth Group and is 
currently pursing the CFA 
designation.
 Jeffrey Bork ’04 (Onalaska, 
Wis.) and Gina Bernhardt were 
married on November 24, 2007. 














 Allison (Bergeth) Vail 
’04 (Rochester, Minn.) 
and husband Travis 
welcomed daughter 
Ashley Marie on 
February 19, 2008.
 Tiffany (Prenot) 
Haney ’05 (Kasson, 
Minn.) received 
her Certified Public 
Accountant license 
in April 2008 and is 
officially a CPA. In 
January, she started 
attending Augsburg College for 
her MBA.
 Sarina Johnson-Like ’05 
(Winona) has been promoted 
to the position of senior 
accountant at Hawkins, Ash, 
Baptie & Company, LLP. She 
is a member of the Minnesota 
Society of Public Accountants. 
 Kevin Kreisel ’05 (Winona) 
has been promoted to senior 
accountant at Hawkins, Ash, 
Baptie & Company, LLP.  He 
has been with the firm since 
2006 and specializes in 401(k) 
and governmental audits.
 Kristin (Thoen) Romeo ’05 
(Faribault, Minn.) and Samuel 
Romeo were married on April 
5, 2008. Kristin is a hospice 
social worker at District 
One Hospital. Samuel is an 
employee benefit consultant at 
Associated Financial Group.
 Michael Slagenweit-
Coffman ’05 (Arlington, Va.) 
moved to Washington, D.C. 
in 2007 to work on a master 
of divinity degree at Wesley 
Theological Seminary. He 
Theatre Performance Photos Needed
 Jacque Reidelberger, professor emeritus of theatre, is 
seeking photographs or slides of the 1970s performance of 
Night Must Fall. If you have images of the performances, 
contact Jacque at 507.452.1522 or at jreidelberger5@aol.com.
Brianna Gallett ’04 (Gilman, 
Wis.) has joined Weber 
Shandwick as an account 
executive. She works in 
the consumer marketing 
practice and is responsible 
for media relations and event 
coordination.
 Nick Jaeger ’04 | ’06 
(Winona) is major gifts director 
at Winona State.
 Tom Ross ’04 (Lancaster, 
Wis.) and Andrea Schmidt 
were married in July. Tom 
and Andrea both teach for the 
South Washington County 
School District.
 Tobias Tingleaf ’04 (Marion 
County, Ore.) received his JD 
from Willamette University. He 
is a district attorney in Marion 
County.
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getting the Old 
Team Back Together
 
Once a year a group of friends, including six former 
Warrior women’s basketball players, gets together to 
remember old times.   
Front (L-R): Carla (Weller) Johnson ’93, Michelle (Kueppers) 
Oliver ’93 Middle:  Michele (Ellinghuysen) Frederickson ’93, 
Tina (Esch) Fruechte ’94, Karri (Teske) Lohmann ’98 Back: 
Cathy (Hunger) Ramsey ’94, Jennifer (von Allmen) White ’93, 
Carrie “Gumby” Whalen ’93.
 Arthur Humphries ’71 is on a one-year assignment 
with the U.S. State Department to guide business 
development in Diyala Province in Iraq.
 As a senior business development advisor, Humphries 
describes his assignment as, “to stimulate efforts to spur 
private sector growth at the provincial level. I’m working 
with businesses and the provincial government to 
expand capacity in key growth industries and enterprises 
including banking, microfinance, heavy and light 
industry, retail, and services.”
 Before taking on the assignment in Diyala, Humphries 
worked as a vice president for the Chamber of Commerce 
of Hawaii.
humphries Answers iraq Call
previously worked at WinCraft 
and United Campus Ministry 
in Winona. He and his partner, 
TR Coffman, celebrated their 
civil union in February.
 Trevor Smith ’05 (Wisconsin 
Rapids, Wis.) and wife Emily 
welcomed son Sebastian 
Trevor on February 21, 2008.
 Jill (Miller) Cichosz ‘06 
(Winona) and Douglas Cichosz 
were married on May 12, 2007. 
Jill works for Target while 
Douglas works for the Winona 
Police Department.
 Brian Gallagher ’06 (Los 
Angeles, Calif.) made the 
big move to Los Angeles in 
January. He is working full-
time for MovieWeb.com where 
he has been writing various 
reviews and columns for the 
past four years. He now gets 
paid to work from home in 
his pajamas to watch, review, 
and write about movies all 
day. He also sets up contests 
and interviews movie people. 
Some of the bigger names 
Brian has talked to include, 
Elijah Wood, Wes Craven, 
Anna Paquin, Courtney Cox 
(twice), Bobby Farrelly, David 
Fincher, Christina Ricci, Eddie 
Izzard, and Carmen Electra.
 Kelsey (Sonsalla) Gensmer 
’07 (Winona) and Jordan 
Gensmer were married on 
April 12, 2008.
 Anthony “Tony” Kelm 
’07 (Winona) joined the 
Lake Superior College staff 
as a regional admissions 
representative. He will work 
to expand the college’s 
recruitment efforts, focusing 
on recruitment events and 
activities in the Minneapolis/
St. Paul metro area and the 
St. Cloud region. Tony was 














We want to hear 
your news! 
Submit class notes, 
baby photos, or keep 
up with your friends 
and classmates at 
www.alumni.winona.edu.
Or, submit information 
via email at 
alumni@winona.edu
 
Mail class notes to 
Alumni Office
P.O. Box 5838
Winona, MN  55987
Winona Currents  l  27
1940s
 Jean Risser ’41 (Blair, Wis.) passed 
away on May 1, 2008. After receiving a 
bachelor of science degree in elementary 
education. Jean taught in Marietta, 
Wells, Morris, St. Charles, Red Wing, and 
Winona. She enjoyed crocheting, reading, 
and writing the “Historical News” for the 
First Congregational Church newsletter. 
 Dorothy (Jorgensen) Volkert ’42 
(New Richmond, Wis.) passed away on 
February 26, 2008. She and her husband, 
Arnold, farmed and sold barn equipment 
and Dorothy served as bookkeeper 
for the business. She belonged to the 
Homemakers group, was a member of St. 
Luke’s Lutheran Church, and St. Luke’s 
Ladies Aid.
 Roland Schmidt ’47  (Wabasha, Minn.) 
passed way on April 6, 2008. World War 
II interrupted his education at Winona 
State. He served in the U.S. Navy with 
the Seventh Fleet and returned to earn 
his bachelor’s in science and math. 
Roland later received his master’s at the 
University of Minnesota. He taught math 
and science in Cannon Falls, Willmar 
and Robbinsdale and was active in the 
Robbinsdale teachers union for 20 years, 
including two as president. He served 
as vice president of the Minnesota State 
Federation of Teachers for 13 years. 
1950s
 Edna (Schauer) Hobbs ’54 (Winona) 
passed away on March 2, 2008 after a 
short illness. Beginning in 1935, she 
taught for 26 years in rural schools in 
Wisconsin and Minnesota. Edna and her 
husband, Malcolm, farmed in Dover, 
Fremont and Homer. She was also a desk 
clerk at both the Park Plaza and Sterling 
motels in Winona, and site manager for 
the senior nutrition program through 
SEMCAC at the Winona Friendship 
Center. In 1995, Edna was the first Winona 
County Rural Teacher of the Year to be 
recognized at the Winona County Fair, 
and Malcolm and Edna were the king and 
queen of the county fair in 1981. 
 Marion McKinney ’57 (Glen Ellyn, Ill.) 
passed away on July 20, 2007.  
 William Eberhard ’59 (Escondido, 
Calif.) passed away on April 7, 2008, 
due to complications of cancer. Bill 
earned his graduate degree at the 
University of Wisconsin in 1973. He was 
an accomplished musician and was a 
member of the trumpet trio that won 
top honors at the Cedric Adams Talent 
Contest. At Winona State, he was a 
member of the WSU Jazz Band, and he 
also played in the U.S. Air Force Band. 
Professionally, he worked as a bank 
examiner and consultant for 46 years. Bill 
donated his remains to Life Legacy for 
medical research. 
 William Kulawske ’59 (Green Valley, 
Ariz.) passed away on June 12, 2008, due 
to complications following heart surgery. 
He received a BA from Saint Mary’s 
University, BS from Winona State, and 
MA from the University of Minnesota. He 
taught Spanish at St. Louis Park (Minn.) 
High School and was chair of the district’s 
foreign language department. He served 
as president of the Minnesota Council on 
the Teaching of Foreign Languages for 
two terms. Using his extra class amateur 
radio license, he enjoyed contacting other 
amateurs around the world from his home 
station. 
 Ervin Rickheim ’59 (Caledonia, Minn.) 
passed away on March 18, 2008. He 
served two years in the U.S. Army and 
then earned degrees at Winona State and 
Mankato State University. Ervin taught 
business courses and was a guidance 
counselor in schools in Minnesota, 
California and Germany. Ervin enjoyed 
many sports and played basketball at 
Winona State. 
1960s
Richard Koepp ’60 (Broadway, N.C.) 
passed away on December 20, 2007. A 
veteran of the Korean Conflict, he did 
graduate studies at the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill. He started 
MI Professional Management in Kinston, 
where he lived for 25 years. He served 
as National President of the Society of 
Professional Business Consultants and the 
Institute of Certified Professional Business 
Consultants.
 William Bowman ’63 | ’84 (Winona) 
passed away on April 28, 2008. Bill was a 
lifelong resident of Winona and served 
in the U.S. Army. He worked at Winona 
County Social Services and most recently 
at Hiawatha Valley Mental Health Center. 
Bill was an avid fan of University of 
Minnesota football and the Vikings. 
 Rory Vose ’63 (Winona), passed 
away on May 10, 2008 after battling 
kidney cancer. After earning his 
bachelor’s degree at Winona State, Rory 
obtained his master’s and PhD at the 
University of South Dakota. He was an 
environmental biology professor at Saint 
Mary’s University for 31 years, where 
he influenced the lives of thousands 
of students. He founded the Resource 
Studies Center (now GeoSpacial Services) 
at SMU, helped develop the GIS master’s 
program at Saint Mary’s, and served 
on the Minnesota Governor’s Council 
on Geographic Information. An ardent 
champion of the environment, Rory wrote 
the original language for a stewardship 
bill that is now being considered by the 
U.S. Congress, and served as an officer, 
researcher, writer, and consultant for 
many environmental organizations. He 
was an avid photographer, with several 
photos published in National Geographic 
magazine.
 Elroy Schulz ’67 (Red Wing, Minn.) 
passed away on March 30, 2008. After 
graduating from Winona State he earned 
his master’s degree in education from 
Mankato State University. He taught 
in Waseca and was superintendent 
of schools in Frost and Wrenshall. He 
enjoyed golfing, fishing and hunting.
 Truman Hickethier ’68 (Rochester, 
Minn.) passed away on February 20, 
2008. A longtime elementary teacher, he 
earned his bachelor’s at Eau Claire State 
IN MEMORIAM
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University. He received his master’s 
at Winona State and was employed 
as an elementary teaching principal 
in Durand from 1957 to 1964. He 
then taught fifth and sixth grades in 
Winona for 26 years. He was proud to 
have been selected to teach the sixth 
grade gifted program and enjoyed 
his time teaching a summer outdoor 
education class. 
     Beatrice Van Loon ’69 (Houston, 
Minn.) passed away on April 8, 2008, 
after a long battle with cancer. She 
attended Northwestern Bible College 
and transferred to the University of 
Wisconsin-La Crosse where she earned 
her bachelor’s in 1960. She earned 
her master’s degree in elementary 
administration from Winona State in 
1969. Bea taught at Houston Elementary 
School for a total of 30 years, first as a 
teacher and then acting and full-time 
principal.
1970s
Stephen Protsman ’72 (Austin, Texas), 
chief master sergeant, U.S. Air Force 
(retired), passed away on April 2, 2008 
after a courageous battle with diabetes 
and cancer. Stephen was a member 
of the Warriors 1968-69 conference 
championship team and was inducted 
into the WSU Athletic Hall of Fame in 
2001. He served for 27 years in the Air 
Force, earning Airman of the Year honors 
in 1975, the Air Force Commendation 
Medal three times, and the Air Force 
Meritorious Service Medal twice. 
 Elaine Nelson ’73 (Lewiston, Minn.) 
passed away on April 11, 2008. After 
graduating from Moorhead State 
University, she and her husband moved
 to Lewiston in 1956. Elaine taught fourth 
grade and Title I math until retiring in 
1983. In the early seventies, she earned 
her master’s at Winona State. Elaine had 
a good memory and always remembered 
her students by name. She was also very 
involved at Lewiston Villa, where she 
lived for the past eight years.
1990s
 Donald Sattler ’96 (Winona) 
passed away on April 7, 2008. He was 
employed as an orderly at Community 
Memorial Hospital, job coach at 
Winona Occupational Rehabilitation 
Center, and program assistant at Home 
and Community Options. He was a 
professional musician for many years and 
taught drums and guitar. 
 Helen (Hodgson-Fole) Welby ’98 
(Rochester, Minn.) was passed away from 











 Joseph P. Emanuel, professor 
emeritus of biology, died on April 16, 
2008 after battling leukemia. 
 Emanuel taught for 33 years at 
Winona State before retiring in 1982. 
He served as chair of the Biology 
Department and the Division of 
Science and Mathematics, and as 
president of the WSU Faculty Senate. 
He played a pivotal role in establishing the nursing program 
at Winona State and was active in a number of community 
groups.
 The Joseph & Gladys Emanuel Scholarship Fund benefits 
juniors or seniors majoring in biology who demonstrate 
financial need.
Frank rocco
 Dr. Frank Rocco, professor emeritus 
of special education, passed away on 
March 5, 2008.
 Rocco joined the Winona State 
faculty in 1972 after completing his 
PhD at Michigan State University and 
post-doctoral work at the University 
of Minnesota. He served as chair of 
the Department of Special Education. 
His interests included teaching the visually impaired and he 
served on several boards related to the field. Rocco retired as 
professor emeritus in 2007.
 An endowed scholarship fund has been established in 
memory of Frank Rocco to benefit WSU students majoring in 
special education.
verlie M. Sather
 Verlie Sather, professor emeritus of 
education, died on May 28, 2008. She 
was 100 years old.
 She earned her bachelor’s degree 
at Winona State in 1942 and taught in 
the Winona Area Public Schools until 
1959. She then joined the Winona 
State faculty as an assistant professor, 
specializing in reading and language 
arts and supervising student teachers. In 1996, the Retired 
Teachers Association of Minnesota named her a “Pioneer 
Educator,” and in 1996 she received the WSU Distinguished 
Alumni Award.
 The Verlie Sather Scholarship Fund was established in 1992 
to benefit students majoring in elementary or early childhood 
education.
Byron “dutch” Schneider
 Byron “Dutch” Schneider passed away on May 17, 2008.
 After serving in the U.S. Navy, Schneider worked at Hopto, 
which then became Warner and Swayze. He worked in the 
maintenance department at Winona State for 26 years and 
was a familiar presence to students living in Sheehan Hall. 
Schneider retired in 2007. 
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At Your Service
renovated building opens the door to Maxwell One-Stop
For years, doing the everyday things that it takes to 
be a student meant a time-consuming exploration of 
the Winona State University grounds, searching for that 
elusive office tucked in a corner of a faraway building.
 Beginning this summer, students will no longer need to 
search campus to access services such as financial aid, the 
registrar, academic advising, or career services. Current 
students will even have a centralized “hub” where 
they can find solutions to the most elusive 
questions.
 Maxwell Hall, which underwent 
a multi-million dollar renovation, is 
open for business as the Maxwell 
One-Stop Center. The Maxwell 
One-Stop consolidates many of 
the academic services students 
will use throughout their 
Winona State experience, 
from prospect to 
graduate. Admissions, 








career services are all located in the former library 
building. 
     In addition to the One-Stop, Maxwell also 
houses academic space; Health, Exercise, and 
Rehabilitative Sciences; faculty and staff resource 
space, such as E-Learning and Institutional 
Research; and the National Child Protection 
Training Center. 
 “The Maxwell One-Stop provides personalized, student-
centered services that enhance efficiencies and allow for face-
to-face interactions dedicated to student learning,” said Connie 
Gores, vice president for student life and development.
 One of the Maxwell One-Stop’s unique features is that its 
layout roughly reflects a student’s passage at Winona State 
from applicant to alum. Admissions, with a spacious reception 
area, occupies much of the first floor of the original Maxwell 
Library, built in 1938. One floor up, current students can find 
the registrar, student accounts, financial aid, and parking 
services at a central desk dubbed the “Warrior Hub.” On the 
third floor, upperclassmen and grads can put their degrees to 
work with the help of career services.
 Gores said that the innovative Warrior Hub brings related 
student services together, increasing communications and 
efficiency. “There’s no more going from office to office to 
conduct student business. Whether it’s a question about their 
academic records, financial aid, or student accounts, students 
can find answers at the Warrior Hub.”
 “One-stop” student service is a concept that is gaining 
acceptance at colleges and universities across the U.S. and 
on the Winona State campus. In addition to the Maxwell 
One-Stop, the Integrated Wellness Complex, scheduled to 
begin construction this fall, will combine health and wellness 
services, such as student health, a pharmacy, and counseling. 
The Student Answer Center in Kryzsko Commons will merge 
with Student Union Help into a single resource, the Student 
Union Answer Center.
 “The integration of administrative academic services and 
consolidation of services at the Student Answer Center and 
Student Union Help provide an environment that expedites 
the process of connecting students to information,” said 
Paul Stern, coordinator for university information and 
guest relations. “The goal is to streamline the student 
experience in taking care of administrative business and 
accessing information. Integration of service creates 
a positive experience for students and aids in student 
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O
n the afternoon before he was to deliver the 
keynote address at Winona State University’s 
Sesquicentennial Gala, Marty Lueck ’78 sat in a 
local coffee shop, chatting with his family. He 
excused himself upon recognizing a former professor, sliding 
in beside her to retrace old times while barely hinting at his 
distinguished standing in the legal community.
 Lueck, an attorney with Robins, Kaplan, Miller & 
Ciresi in Minneapolis, is one of the country’s top patent and 
antitrust litigators. He cemented his reputation by co-leading 
a precedent-setting suit against Microsoft. A jury ordered the 
software giant to pay $521 million for infringing on patents 
covering technology that allows users to view interactive and 
real-time content within Web browsers, rather than in separate 
applications. He has also led major cases involving General 
Electric, Honeywell, General Motors, and UNOCAL.
 In a quiet, yet insistent voice, Lueck gives a detailed account 
of the Microsoft trial that reveals not only his approach to a case, 
but also his courtroom demeanor.
 “We essentially reconstructed the evolution of the Internet in 
the courtroom,” says Lueck. He explains that he and his team 
brought in computers from as early as the 1980s, much of it 
purchased on eBay, to demonstrate technologies from the early 
days of the World Wide Web.
 “The case was complex and presented huge challenges,” Lueck 
says. “It was one of the first Internet technology cases to be tried, 
so the implications were far-reaching.”
 Becoming one of Minnesota’s “Super Lawyers” was not 
Lueck’s original plan. He graduated from Winona State with a 
music degree and taught for a year in the Mabel-Canton Schools. 
He remembers, “I felt like I wasn’t that good as a teacher. A 
perceptive principal suggested that I go to law school. It was a 
great insight,” says Lueck. He earned his JD at William Mitchell 
College of Law cum laude in 1984.
 Inside his firm, Lueck has advocated for support of the 
National Child Protection Training Center (NCPTC), located on 
the Winona State campus. The Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi 
Foundation for Children donated a total of $500,000 to the center 
in 2006 and continues to support efforts to train child welfare 
professionals and end child abuse. 
 “It doesn’t take long with [NCPTC director] Victor Vieth to be 
convinced that their vision of ending child abuse is attainable,” 
explains Lueck. “They’re not dreaming. They’re executing a plan 
for addressing the issues and training frontline professionals.”
 The National Child Protection Training Center is just one of 
Lueck’s ties with the university and Winona. His son, Trent, 
completed his freshman year at WSU this spring and like his 
father, is contemplating a career in law. Second cousin Tyler 
graduated this spring and many other relatives are Winona State 
alumni. Lueck’s uncle, David, is a retired U.S. Army general and 
still resides in Winona.
 “It was Trent’s decision to attend Winona State, but I’m 
pleased he is following in the footsteps of other family members. 
I think he’ll find something here that’s as interesting and fun for 
him as what I do.”  n
Super Lawyer
He gives the impression of an unassuming next-door neighbor, 
this high-powered litigator with a string of winning landmark patent cases.
 Marty Lueck
“it doesn’t take long with [NCPTC director] 
victor vieth to be convinced that their vision 
of ending child abuse is attainable. They’re 
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Crowning Jewel
 New stained glass panels now grace the 
clock that towers over the courtyard in the 
center of the Winona State campus.
 Unveiled in April, the panels depict the 
university’s “Flaming W” and Warrior 
athletics symbols. The panels are a gift 
from Vicki Decker, director of Career 
Services, and her family.
 Norwest Bank originally erected the 
24-foot high clock at its Winona branch 
in 1977. The ornate clock quickly became 
a Winona landmark before moving to the 
WSU campus after Norwest was acquired 
by another bank.
 Decker and her family have a close 
connection with the clock. She was a 
banker at Norwest when it was dedicated 
and her late brother-in-law, Neal, made 
the original green, red, and yellow glass for 
the clock. Decker, husband Dennis, and 
brother-in-law Gilbert revealed the new 


























Winona State University  Homecoming 2008
September 18, 19, 20 & 21, 2008
150 Years
rEgiSTEr ONLiNE: www.alumni.winona.edu. 
Schedule changes and updates will be posted on the Web. 
Thursday, September 18th 
8:00 am to 4:00 pm Alumni College: Professor for a day
8:00 am to 4:00 pm Art Exhibit  
8:00 am to 5:00 pm Bookstore hours 
6:00 pm  distinguished Awards reception  
7:00 pm distinguished Awards Banquet 
7:30 pm Second City Comedy Troupe 
Friday, September 19th  
8:00 am to 4:00 pm  Alumni College: Professor for a day 
8:00 am to 4:00 pm Art Exhibit  
8:00 am to 5:00 pm Bookstore hours 
11:00 am to 3:00 pm Club Fair 
11:30 am to 2:00 pm Faculty Wives and Women reunion 
12:00 noon Pep Fest 
5:30 pm Enduring Flame Society reception 
7:00 pm Enduring Flame Society Banquet 
6:00 pm Athletic hall of  Fame reception 
7:00 pm Athletic hall of  Fame Banquet 
7:00 pm Warrior volleyball vs. St. Cloud 
7:30 pm King and Queen Coronation 
Saturday, September 20th  
8:00 am 1st Annual Warrior Waddle Walk/run 
8:30 am Continental Breakfast 
10:00 am homecoming Parade 
11:00 am to 4:00 pm Bookstore hours 
11:15 am Sesquicentennial Party & Book Signing 
11:15 am residence Life Staff  reunion 
11:15 am Student Senate Presidents reunion  
11:30 am Science and Engineering Open house 
12:00 noon Band Alumni invitational 
1:00 pm Warrior Football vs. Concordia St. Paul 
4:00 pm 16th Annual Warrior Club Auction 
4:30 pm Warrior volleyball vs. Concordia St. Paul 
Sunday, September 21st  
10:00 am Alumni and Friends Farewell Brunch  
The vietnam Traveling Memorial Wall will be on the WSU campus through-
out homecoming weekend.  For more information about the Memorial Wall,
visit www.travelingwall.us. 
